






SITTING ROOM PUBLICATION 2012

The Sitting Room: Past, Present, and Future
Our 2012 publication has as its working title “The Sitting Room:
Past, Present, and Future” as a look backward and forward on this our
30th anniversary seems appropriate for this year’s theme. Please send
us  one page memories of your past adventures at the Sitting Room
or experiences of the always fascinating present moment, or even
better, your hopes and plans for its future. As usual, all genres—story
telling, letters, poems, plays, etc.—will be welcome and given our
theme, visuals are especially apt; Karen Petersen imagines a kind of
scrapbook of photos and drawings. If you have other ideas, or want
to volunteer to be on the editorial team, contact J. J. a t
boxcar@sonic.net. This is not a juried publication; all contributions
are published, provided they address the theme and meet the 
technical re q u i rements which are published on the we b s i t e :
sittingroom.org

Excerpt from LOST OR FOUND,
the 2010 Sitting Room publication

Losing, Remembering

This vision I have

inside my skull

my brain, a gray hilly orb,

Consistency of tapioca pudding

New experiences

thoughts, emotions,

information

pile in atop the pinnacle

push down into the neo-cortex mass

propelling what is there further

into the gloppy substance

When I search for familiar names

words, titles

events

a miniature paleontologist 

wielding a pickaxe

opens a passageway

the memory spills out

Or

a small vibration begins,

somewhere enclosed in the quivering heap.

the sought for remembrance

begins its upward journey toward the light

like spermatozoa seeking an ovum

until it flashes into consciousness

in an orgasmic burst of relief.

by Lynn Camhi

New Faces and Voices at the Sonoma
County Book Festival

There is much to look forward to at this year’s Book Festival.Among
them, authors Maxine Hong Kingston (I Love a Broad Margin of
My Life,The Woman Warrior ),Ann Packer (Swim Back to Me,The
Dive from Clausen’s Pier,,) Belva Davis, with Vicki Haddock (Never
In My Wildest Dreams: A Black Woman’s Life in Journalism),
Carolyn Cooke (Daughters of the Revolution). Poets include Jane
Hirshfield, Al Young, Francisco X. Alarcon, Christina Hutchins,
Jeanne Wagner and Leo Slominsky. And for children, the Peanuts
Pavilion area will kick off with Megan McDonald, author of the
best-selling Judy Moody series. Others include bilingual storytelling
by Marcella, the Magical Moonshine Puppet Show, author/natural-
ist Michael Ross, and the Fratello Marionettes Vaudeville Skits.The
Schulz Museum is hosting a booth with celebrated cartoonists --
including artists from Hanna  Barbera – who will teach children to
draw familiar characters from Scooby Doo to Disney princesses.
New this year, the Secret Agent Jack Stalwart Treasure Hunt will be
ongoing throughout the day. Based on a popular series by Elizabeth
Singer Hunt, the treasure hunt encourages children and their fami-
lies to solve clues by visiting businesses along Fourth and D Streets.
An expanded Young Adult section presents three panel discussions of
Young Adult authors, including a panel on “Advice for Teen
Writers,” and a Teen Poetry Slam with cash prizes.The downtown
merchants will hold a sidewalk sale to help celebrate the event.

Journalist Belva Davis,
who has covered 
Bay Area politics for
four decades, reads from
her memoir,
Never In My 
Wildest Dreams:A
Black Woman's Life 
in Journalism,
at this year's 
book festival–12:45 
at the Central Library
Forum Room.



WORKSHOPS, ON-GOING & NEW 
some free, some for fee, telephone/email organizers for details and to reserve a place; all workshops open to women and men, unless otherwise specified.A

fund has been begun to subsidize people who find the fee prohibitive – apply directly to J.J.Wilson at  boxcar@sonic.net fmi.

THE SITTING ROOM BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
meets on every thirdWednesday from 2 to 4 at the Sitting Room,all
welcome, NO FEE. Keep an eye on the website for updates on the
books being discussed or email Joanne Page at jpage@sonic.net and
ask to join her Book Discussion elist.The next book up is Colum
McCann's Let the Great World Spin. A novel of New York in the
1970s, inspired by Philippe Petit's high wire walk between the tops
of the Twin Towers. It then submerges into the lives of ten very dif-
ferent denizens of the city. What is chance? What happens for a
reason? If you enjoy Kate Atkinson, who deals with similar themes,
this book will challenge and haunt. See you September 21, 2-4.

TERRY EHRET is offering two sections of her popular Prosody:
The Music of Words workshops  this Fall in the new location of the
Sitting Room, on Mondays and Fridays from 9 to noon. At press
time here, 4 spots were still open in the Monday workshop and six
in the Friday one, but they will go fast, so if you are interested in
these 8 session workshops, starting on Monday Sept 26 and Friday,
Sept 30, get in touch with Te rry right away at
tehret99@comcast.net. The cost is $200 + $20 donation to the
Sitting Room. $50 deposit to hold your space.

They are based on the premise (and in Terry’s case, the experience)
that the art of setting words to music can deepen anyone’s
experience of language, both as a reader and a writer. Our focus will
be on Robert Frost, Edna St.Vincent Millay, Galway Kinnell, and
Eavan Boland. One class will be devoted to each poem, examining
one specific poem for its literal and figurative meaning, its form, and
finally all those musical elements which create a kind of hidden
“sound track,” conveying feelings and associative connections that lie
beyond the realm of our ordinary thought. Each class will include a
w riting exe rcise geared to the poem we are studying, and part i c i p a n t s
will share their own poems in conve rsation and support ive cri t i q u e.

GWYNN O’GARA, our beloved Poet Laureate of Sonoma
County, is back (or is it forward?) at the Sitting Room in the new
location. Her writing workshop is entitled inspiringly: Lighting
Our Own Flames – Writing that Frees Our Genius and is taught on
Tuesday nights, 7 to 9, in six session, beginning Oct. 4. Here is how
she describes the classes: Each week we’ll be inspired by a different
poet – Hafiz, Machado, Rilke, Mirabai, Dickinson, and Oliver—then
write and share our own work. Excellent for prose writers looking
to pause the narrative, as well as poets, both beginners and adepts. All
levels, genders, and ages welcome. $20 per class or $100 for all six.
FMI, to register, contact Gwynn O’Gara at gwynn@sonic.com or
707 823-2993.

Saturday, Oct 15, 10 to 2.
MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP. Led by Laura McHale
Holland, author of the award winning memoir “Reversible
Skirt.”This workshop will give those experienced in writing mem-
oir and those new to the genre a chance to explore voice and point
of view in a supportive, stimulating environment. Illustrations from
a variety of memoirs will be interspersed with writing exercises
designed to help writers slow down, access memories and feelings,
and gain confidence in being able to embark upon a uniquely mean-
ingful writing project.The fee of $15 includes a copy of Laura’s book
+ lunch. To re s e rve a spot, please email J. J. Wilson at
boxcar@sonic.net or telephone her at 707 795-9028.

Saturday, Oct l5, 7 pm,
READALOUD GROUP. Repeating last year’s success, Roberts
Road Readers invites everyone to join in the reading or just listen
to the spoken word. The group has been meeting monthly over 15
years. Participants bring anything to read aloud, published or origi-
nal, fiction or nonfiction, poetry, rants and raves. Selections should
try to stay within 10 minutes. There may well be a one-act play. Pot
luck starts at 7 and the reading begins at 8 pm. No fee and no reser-
vations necessary. Why not give it a try!

Saturday, Oct 22, 9 to noon.
TO BE DEAD SURE YOU GET THE LAST WORD,
WRITE YOUR OWN OBIT. Freelance writer Marie Thomas
McNaughton will lead a workshop on how to write your own obit-
uary – fact or fancy. Part how-to and part creative writing exercise,
you can write about the life you’ve lived or one you wish for. Or if
you need practical advice, learn to effectively summarize the life of
someone you love. Using the Sitting Room’s vast collection of
women’s obituaries and other sources, you’ll learn obituary basics,
including forms, language, and instructions to survivors.

Cost is $25. Everyone is invited to stay for a light lunch. J.J. is coor-
dinating. To reserve your space email her at boxcar@sonic.net or
telephone her at 707 795-9028.

LOCATING LYSIPPE is a feminist discussion group founded and
led by Christy Davids and Erica Tom who are pursuing MA degrees
in literature at Sonoma State University. Meetings will be held at the
Sitting Room on Sundays 1 to 3 pm on the following dates:
Sept l8; Oct 9; Nov 6: and December 11. All interested in fem-
inist conversations are welcome to join at any point throughout the
new schedule (no fee, by the way). For readings, follow-ups, and
other queries, email us at Locating.Lysippe@gmail.com.

For those of you who like to keep in touch with your Sitting Room between the twice a year new s l e t t e rs , do make sure you are on Kare n
Pe t e rs e n ’s famous e-list: k p e t e rs e n @ s a n t a ro s a . e d u ; C l a rice Stasz is our we b m i s t ress and keeps sittingroom.org up to date and elegant; M e g
Carlucci looks after fa c e b o o k : w w w. fa c e b o o k . c o m / t h e s i t t i n gro o m l i b r a ry. So you can’t get away from us!
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL PETALUMA POETRY WALK 
Sunday, September 18, 11:00 am till 8 pm 
27 poets read and wander through Petaluma. Among them: Avotcja,
Katherine Hastings, Jane Hirshfield, Andrena Zawinski , Sonoma County
Laureates, Mike Tuggle, Geri DiGiorno, Gwynn O’Gara, The path of the
walk and a detailed schedule of readings and locations can be found at
http://petalumapoetrywalk.org/

LITQUAKE
October 7-15, a city wide literary festival in San Francisco featuring 
h u n d reds of authors and multiple ve nu e s . For info, h t t p : / / w w w. l i t q u a ke. o r g /

WORDTEMPLE
WordTemple Poetry Series takes place at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts,
6780 Depot Street, Sebastopol, CA.The series starts anew Sunday, October
8 , 2011 at 7 p. m . with M a t t h ew Zapru d e r and Alissa Va l l e s.
www.wordtemple.com.

SSU JEAN & CHARLES SCHULZ INFORMATION CENTER
University Library Art Gallery
Metamorphosis an exhibition featuring the artwork of eleven Sonoma
County artists. The theme of metamorphosis was selected in support of
SSUs 3rd annual Insecta-Palooza, a day long bug-fest which benefits the
Entomology Outreach Program of the SSU Field Stations and Nature
Preserves.The program, organized by entymologist, Frederique Lavoipierre,
conducts outreach to classrooms, docent training and lectures, and provides
exhibits for public events. Insecta-Palooza is scheduled for October 29.
For more information visit http://www.sonoma.edu/preserves/insecta-
palooza/index.html

PETALUMA ARTS CENTER
230 Lakeville St. Petaluma (the old railway depot)
A city-wide El Dia de los Muertos/Day of the Dead celebration, Sept. 30
– Nov. 6, includes theater, art, foods of Día de Los Muertos, Sugar Skull and
Altar Making, music, poetry, dance and more. www.PetalumaArtsCenter.org 

SANTA  ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE  ARTS & LECTURES
For complete information see www.santarosa.edu/communityed.
Highlights of the series include:
Renata Breth. Photography:Truth or Fiction
Monday, September 19, 2011 
12:15 pm, Newman Auditorium
Alexis Fajardo: Comics and the Classics:
Combining art, literature, and pop-culture!
Monday, October 10, 2011 
12:15 pm, Newman Auditorium

SONOMA COUNTY MUSEUM 
Customized: the Art and History of the Bicycle 
Thurs Nov 3 2011 6 to 7. Jacquie Phelan, Boobs and Bikes
Mountain bike legend speaks on women and bicycles

THE CONTEMPORARY JEWISH MUSEUM
Charlotte Salomon: Life? or Theatre?
Extended through October 16. http://www.thecjm.org/

LITERARY WEDNESDAYS ON KRCB
Tune in every Wednesday @ 7 p.m. to KRCB, FM91, for literary
programming: Word by Word; A Novel Idea; WordTemple; Page on Stage.
You can also check out their podcasts on www.krcb.org

COMMUNITY EVENTS 


