
	 Yr.	Women	first	
admitted	as	
undergrads	

Yr.	first	female		
prof.	was	hired	
in	Physics	or	
Astronomy	

Yr.	first	woman	
was	granted	
tenure	in	Physics	
or	Astronomy	

Current	No.	of	
female	faculty	in	
Physics	or	
Astronomy	

U.C.	Berkeley	 1871*	 1981	/1983	 1987	 5/18	in	Astro.	
MIT	 1870’s*	 1884	 1972	 10/102	Physics	
Princeton	 1969	 1943	lecturer	 	 2/41	Physics	

CIT	 1970	 1979	 	 4/46	Physics	
Harvard	 1975	 1956	 1956/1992	 3/19	Astronomy	
Stanford	 1891*	 	 2003		 9/50	

U.C.	Riverside	 1954*	 1967	 	 7/40	
	
*Since	founding	of	the	institution	
	
Mary	K.	Gaillard	1st	female	physics	prof.	at	U.C.	Berkeley		Memoirs	“Singularly	Unfeminine	
Profession:		One	Woman’s	Journey	in	Physics”	2015	
	
Imke	de	Pater	&	Jack	J.	Lissauer	Planetary	Sciences	Cambridge	University	Press,	2nd	revised	
edition,	2015		Imke	was	the	first	woman	Dep’t.	Chair	of	Astronomy	at	UCB	2010-2015	
	
Fundamental	Planetary	Science	:		Physics,	Chemistry,	and	Habitability	Jack	J.	Lissauer	&	Imke	de	
Pater		Cambridge	Univ.	Press	(2013)	
	
Ellen	Richards	First	Female	Prof.	at	MIT	(but	not	in	Physics)	
Vera	Kistiakowsky	–	first	woman	physics	professor	at	MIT	
		In	“Searching	for	Scientific	Womanpower:	Technocratic	Feminism	and	the	Politics	of	National	
Security	1940-1980	by	Laura	Micheletti	Puaca		Univ.	of	North	Carolina	Press,	Chapel	Hill	2014	
	
Madame	Wu	Chien-Shiung:		The	First	Lady	of	Physics	Research	by	Chiang	Tsai-Chien	World	
Scientific	Translated	by	Wong	Tang-Fong		(2014)	
	
	
Women	Scientists:	Reflections,	Challenges,	and	Breaking	Boundaries	by	Magdolna	Hargittai	
	Oxford	Univ.	Press	(2015)	
	
I’m	guessing	that	Anne	Kernan	was	the	first	female	prof.	at	UCR.		She	retired	the	year	after	I	
arrived	there,	and	was	the	most	senior	woman	faculty	member	there	at	the	time.	She	is	now	
84,	living	in	Massachusetts.	Born	in	Dublin,	Ireland	in	1933.	
	
Melissa	Franklin	is	the	first	woman	granted	tenure	in	Harvard’s	Physics	Dep’t:		1992	
Helen	Quinn	was	granted	tenure	at	Stanford	in	2003.		I’m	guessing	she	was	the	first	one.	
	



	


